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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS Sermon has been printed at the 


deſire of thoſe few who heard it, out 


of deference to their judgment ; with a 
view to make. a grateful return to their 
friendſhip for the author; to ſhew how 
highly he values their good opinion, and 
how earneſtly he wiſhes to comply with 


their conimands. 


\, 


1 THESS. v. 25. 


BRETHREN PRAY FOR US. 


F we recollect the deſcription which 
the apoſtle Paul gives of himſelf and 
his fellow labourers, in his ſecond Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, we ſhall not wonder 
that he earneſtly "un the prayers. of his 
Brethren. 

If any of us were to attempt to preach 
the Goſpel in foreign parts; to explore the 
wilds of America, to inſtruct the ſavage. 
Indians ; to endure the burning heats on 
the coaſt of Africa, to preach the Golpel 
among the negroes ; to crols the deſerts, to 
give new laws to the Perſians, to ſail to 
B the 
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the Indies for the converſion of the Gen- 
toos, or to reach the utmoſt parts of China, 
to overturn the idolatry of the Eaſt 
were we to encounter, as the Apoſtles did, 
perils of waters, perils of robbers, perils 
by the heathen, perils in croſſing the deſert; 
and to be in wearineſs, in painfulneſs, in 
hunger and thirſt; in cold and nakedneſs: 
Or were we to confine our attempts to 
the reformation of the Chriſtian churches 
in Europe, ſadly fallen from their firſt faith 
and purity—were we to preach the Goſpel 
in modern, as the good Apoſtle did in an- 
tient Rome ; were we to brave the power 
of the holy Inquiſition, in order to ſave our 
fellow- creatures from its horrid perſecution, 
and topubliſh genuine Chriſtianity in coun- 
tries where ſuperſtition, in league with the 
civil power, threatened inftant death to 
the reformer, well might we deſpair of 
ſucceſs, though poſſeſſed of miraculous 
powers, without the bleſſing of the Al- 


mighty, and ſay, in the words of the good 


Nor Brethren pray for Us. 

Or it, in the ſituation of Paul, we were 
in perils from our countrymen, forbidden 
? to 


6 


to name the name of Chriſt, fined, impri- 


ſoned, expoſed to the rude inſults of an 


ignorant bigotted rabble, defamed, inſulted, 
and perſecuted, we ſhould be ready enough 
to lay, Brethren pray for Us. 

It is eaſy for us to conceive what ſenti- 
ments would indite a letter from an affec- 


tionate clergyman to his grateful people, 


when driven from his charge, deprived of 
his living, ſhut up in prifon, or what 
thoughts would occupy his-mind if pre- 


vented from correſponding with them; 


how earneſtly. he would wiſh for their 


prayers, and how fervently they would, un- 


ſolicited, pray for him. 
Prayer is the natural irreſiſtible lan- 
guage of diſtreſs, ſuggeſted by a pious 


mind, whatever objections we may make 


to it in the days of proſperity, and in the 
cold purſuit of abſtract truth. 

Thanks to God, we are expoſed to none 
of thoſe difficulties and dangers, which 
would awaken our ſenſibility, excite our 
ſympathy, or convince us of our weakneſs. 


But the faithful execution of the miniſ- 


terial office in peaceable times, and in the 
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timents, and too careleſs about our con- 


1 


moſt favourable circumſtances, is not with- | 
out its difficulties, its diſcouragements, and | 
its dangers. 

Chriſtianity was not only intended to en- 
lighten, but to reform mankind; not mere-' 
Iy to diſcover to them a future ſtate, but 
to prepare them for it. - Our influence Ec 
pends more on our example than on our 
doctrine; and there are many things in a 
ſtate of proſperity very dangerous to the 
fidelity of a miniſter, and the docility of a 
people. 

When a religion has novelty to recom- 
mend it, and its truths appear to every ad- — 7 


vantage, by being contraſted with the ig- 
norance, or the groſs ſuperſtitions of the 


times, and the purity of its precepts with 
the barbarous manners of the age, there , 


is no want of vigour in teaching it, or of 


Joy in embracing it: whereas, when the 


[novelty is over, when all, or the generality, 


profeſs to believe it, and the good, the in- 
different, and the bad, are blended toge- 
ther under one common name, we are too 
apt to be indifferent to our religious ſen- 


duct. 


CM 
duct. We have more to fear from the 
corruption of example, than oppoſition to 
truth; more from the blandiſhments of 
vice, than the diſpraiſe of virtue: ſo that 
it is perhaps as difficult to preſerve on our 
, minds a ſenſe of religion, to be attached 
to it on principle, and to propagate it with 
ſpirit, where we meet with no rude oppo- 
fition, as it is to make and preſerve new 
converts in the midſt of perſecution : not 
to ſay," that it is much more difficult to 
convert and reform thoſe, who, poſſeſſed 
of the truth, and knowing the way of 
life, have reſiſted all the force of its evi- 
dence, and all the influence of its ſanc- 
tions, than to convert thoſe who never 
before were acquainted with it, nor per- 
verted it to excuſe, or to juſtify their errors 
4 and tranſgreſſions. 
The ſpirit of the Apoſtle's requeſt was 
this, that his Chriſtian brethren would 
not forget him; that they would fre- 
- quently enquire after him, be ſolicitous to 
know how he went on, what ſucceſs he ; 
met with, and to rejoice in it, and give 
God thanks for it; what difficulties he 
34 had 


Ba 
had to encounter, to ſympathize with him 
in his ſufferings, and to help him to over- 
come them; to adminiſter to his wants, 
and eſpecially to thoſe of his converts; 
to defend his injured reputation, to de- 
feat, if poſſible, the malice of his enemies 
at home, to ſupport his credit among his 
friends abroad, to remove the prejudices 
of the ignorant, and, when it was out of 
their power to aſſiſt him, that they ſhould 
pray to God for his direction and ſupport. 

From this paſſage of Scripture I ſhall 
take occaſion to conſider the great im- 
portance of a hearty union between a 
people and their miniſter, and between 
Chriſtians in general, to promote the great 
deſign of Chriſtianity, the inſtruction and 
ſalvation of mankind ; and that practice, 
which will be the effect of a ſincere deſire 
to do good, and a juſt ſenſe of the neceſ- 
ſity of God's blefling. And firſt to the 
laity. 

I doubt not but moſt, if not all of us, 
are convinced of the reaſonableneſs of this 
requeſt of the Apoſtle, and the propriety 
of it in all ages of the church ; and that 
I N our 


(A 3 
our people have been many of them ac- 
cuſtomed to pray for their miniſters, not 
only in public, but in private, with great 
ſincerity and much earneſtneſs. 

I doubt not, there are many others of 
the laity, who, although they do not pray 
quite ſo often for their miniſters, fre- 
quently think of them, reſpect them, are 
ever ready to increaſe their influence, and 
to forward their labours ; whoſe attach- 
ment to their miniſters would not be leſs 
wiſely directed, or their zeal in aſſiſting. 
them leſs active, if they oftener recom- 
mended them in their prayers, and conſi- 
dered them more in their public charac- 
ters. May it not, however, be juſtly feared, 
that there are too many in the, preſent age, 
who frequent public worſhip, who con- 
tribute handſomely to its ſupport, who 
love to ſee the church well filled, to find 
their miniſters generally approved, who 
yet diſcover too little concern about their 
ſucceſs in our main buſineſs, the inſpiring 
our hearers with the love of God, and per- 
ſuading them to obey his holy laws? 


B 4 Are 


(8) 
Are there not too many who diſcover 
too little concern for their own inſtruc- 
tion, and ſtill leſs attention to their con- 
duct and virtuous improvement; who, li- 
beral in their praiſes, in their perſonal re- 
ſpect and ſervices to us as men, too ſeldom 
conſider us in our public character; and 
whether it lieth not in their power to 
increaſe our influence, and to contribute 
to the ſucceſs of our miniſtry? 
| Some there are, but I hope not among 
| thoſe to whom I addreſs myſelf, who, 
= thoughtleſs about the end, are chiefly con- 
1} cerned about the particular mode of in- 
ſtruction; who are diſguſted if every thing 
is not conducted to their liking ; who ſo 
far from praying for their miniſters, may 
be ſaid to pray againſt them; wiſhing them 
not to ſucceed, ſparing no pains to preju- 
dice their hearers againſt them ; who, in- 
ſtead of waiting patiently to ſee the wiſdom 
of the methods they uſe, boldly pronounce 
them to be incapable of doing good, and 
will not ſuffer them to do what good they 
can, becauſe they chuſe. not to do it ac- 
cording to their preſcription. 


Is 


0 

Is not this too often the caſe, where 
controverted opinions are purpoſely avoid- 
ed, or propoſed with the greateſt modeſty, 
examined calmly with candour, and where 
the variety of opinions is urged as the mo- 
tive to Chriſtian charity: where there is 
evidently a greater concern and more pains 
taken to make men act right, than to 
think accurately; to diſſuade them from 
vice, than to convert them from ſpecula- 
tive errors; to teach them what imme- 
diately concerns them at preſent, than what 
they may know much more perfectly here- 
after; to prepare the way for their under- 
ſtanding and knowing the truth, by cor- 
recting thoſe evil diſpoſitions which are the 
greateſt obſtruction to its reception, and 
inſiſting principally on thoſe great doctrines 
of Chriſtianity which afford the greateſt 
encouragement to repentance, the ſtrongeſt 
motives to a holy life; and the firm belief 
of which are of immediate conſequence to 
our preſent peace, and to our preparation 
for another world? 

Permit me, therefore, my Chriſtian bre- 
thren of the laity, to make the ſame re- 
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queſt to you that the good Apoſtle did to 
his brethren, pray for us; and, to give 
weight to this entreaty, to lay before you 
the reaſons why we are deſirous of your 
p and what we wiſh you to pray 
We are very ſenſible, that the beſt of 
Beings 1s more ready to grant, than we 
are willing to aſk ; more diſpoſed to give, 
than we are fit to receive ; that he doth 
not need to be ſolicited on our behalf, but 
is ever ready to bleſs thoſe who ſeek his 
favour, and honeſtly do their duty. But 
we wiſh for your prayers, as the natural 
conſequence of bee good diſpoſition to- 


wards us, as the ſign of your hearty con- 


currence with us in the great work of re- 


formation, as diſpoſing and enabling you 


to profit by our inſtructions, as the means 
of ſtirring up your zeal in the good cauſe, 
and diſpoſing you to encourage and aſſiſt 
us in every probable means of perſuading 
men to lead peaceable and quiet lives, in 
all godlineſs and honeſty; which if we 
fail to do, we fail in the greateſt end of 

our 
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our miniſtry, in the preſent and in the 
greateſt future rewards of it. 

It cannot be expected, that thoſe per- 
ſons ſhould pray for others, who do not 
pray for themſelves ; and, therefore, if on 
no other account, a miniſter of the Goſpel 
might wiſh to be prayed for by every in- 
dividual of his congregation, becauſe this 
would imply, that every individual of his 
congregation prayed for himſelf, his fa- 
mily, and friends ; and if they do this, it 
is hardly to be expected, that a miniſter 
ſhould not wiſh to be included in that 
number, conſidering the very 1mportant 
relation m which he ſtands to his people. 

We acknowledge the honour you may 
do us, by admitting us to be your com- 
panions, to partake of the pleaſures and 
advantages of your converſation : we are 
not unmindful of your hoſpitality, we are 
not unthankful for your generous ſupport, 
we rejoice ſtill more in your private friend- 
ſhip, we wiſh to behave ſo as to conciliate 
your eſteem and gain your reſpect; but 
we with never to loſe ſight ourſelves, nor 
you to forget, the PECUuaT TElatIon a mi- 

niſter 
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-niſter ſtands in to his people; the high 


office we hold in the church, the import- 
ant charge we have undertaken as your 
teachers, or rather monitors, how much 
your beſt intereits depend on our fidelity, 
and the obligations we are under to repay 
your kindneſs—not in ſilver and gold, but 
by ſuch ſervices as you may be diſpoſed 
to accept, and God hath enabled us to 


perform. 


What we wiſh you to pray to God for 


on our behalf is this: 


That he would not ſuffer us to fall into 
any pernicious errors ourſelves, that ſhould 
deſtroy or weaken the motives to a holy 
life, or encourage you or us to be eaſy 
and ſatisfied with a leſs perfect obedience 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt, than we are able 
to perform: 

That he would direct us in our public 


miniſtry and general converſation, to give 


you that inſtruction, advice, and warning, 
which you molt need, to guard you againſt 
temptation, and to animate you in your' 
duty; and to ſet the importance of a reli- 


gious life before you in ſuch points of 


view, 


( 


view, as may moſt forcibly convince your 
judgments, and engage your affections: 
That he would prevent us from juſtly, 
or even unneceſſarily offending or diſtreſ- 
ſing you, and deliver us from every temp- 
tation to ſoothe or flatter you in what is 
wrong : that he would enable us to ſet be- 
fore-you ſuch examples, as may be more 
powerful than precept, or ſuch at leaſt as 
may not contradict our public teaching, 
be unworthy of our character, or afford 
you any plauſible excuſe for the 1 of 
your duty. 

We hope that God will enable us to do 
this, whether you pray to God for us or 
not: we know theſe things depend on 
our activity, diligence, ſincerity, integrity, 
and faithfulneſs, and our earneſt deſires of 
God's bleſſing. X 36 

But we are concerned not only to be 
honeſt, conſiſtent, virtuous characters our- 
ſelves, but that you may profit by us, be 
our preſent comfort, and our future joy: 
and therefore we wiſh you to pray to God 
for our ſucceſs, and primarily for our ſuc- 
cels upon yourſelves : 


That 


(4.418 _ 


That he would incline you to attend 
cloſely, ſeriouſly, candidly, and without 
Prejudice, to what we propoſe; that he 
would fix any good impreſſions we may 
make, and not ſuffer the next object of 
ſenſe, the next train of thought, the next 
trifling, though in other reſpects innocent, 
Converſation, to efface the good impreſſions 
that truth has made upon you, or the next 
temptation to overcome your good reſolu- 


-tions, whereby all our efforts may be ren- 


dered fruitleſs : and we are perſuaded, that 
daily and earneſt prayers, for the ſucceſs of 
our miniſtry, are the molt probable means 
of preventing theſe ſerious evils. 

If you are thus in earneſt for your own 
inſtruction and ſalvation, you may with 
propriety be concerned for the initruction 
and ſalvation of others, and we need not 
doubt your good wiſhes for our ſucceſs; 
but we ſeek your countenance and aſſiſt- 


ance in it: you are, or ought to be, equally 


concerned with us, for the glory of God, 
and the ſucceſs of the Chriſtian religion. 
We by no means poſſeſs the ſole right, and 
God knows, by no means the ſole power 


of 
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CITE I 
of doing good; we are indeed the oſtenſi- 
ble miniſters of religion ; our time and our 
talents are, or ought to be, devoted to this 
delightful employment ; but your concur- 
rence muſt give efficacy to our labours. 
We cannot reaſonably expect, nor do we 


defire your aſſiſtance in propagating doc- . 
trines or ſentiments, which you yourſelves 


are ſuſpicious of ; nay, we with you, by 
every fair argument, to prevent our lead- 


ing others into error. But you may fo 


far agree with our better intention, as to 


pray to God to prevent our errors from 


being injurious to virtue and piety; and 
that ſhould we ſow ſome tares, they may 


not choak the good ſeed. wn 


Though you may differ from us, as to 


what is truth, you agree with us what is 


virtue ; that in us Chriſtians it is an ac- 
tive obedience to the laws of God and 


Chriſt ; and you may and ought to join © 


heartily with us in every wiſe attempt to 
enforce obedience to them, by argument, 
perſuaſion, and example. 

Conſidering how many there are that 


have no ſenſe of religion, or think lightly 
of 
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( 16.) 
of it ; who, unconcerned about truth and 
goodneſs, ſeldom ſeek after them, but who 
endeavour to juſtify their ignorance, or 
excuſe their faults, by ridiculing every 
thing ſacred ; conſidering how many in 
private converſation endeavour to ſpread 
infidelity, ſcepticiſm, and vice, alas ! often 
with more aſſiduity and zeal, than) we 
teach truth and virtue in public; it is very 
defireable we ſhould find in the wiſe and . 
good, able advocates both for ourſelves 
and our doctrine; and who ſhall ſtand 
up, on all occaſions, in defence of de- 
cency, good morals, and religion: and it 
is a matter of ſerious enquiry, whether 
our want of ſucceſs, and your reſpectabi- 
1 lity in the eye of the world, be not greatly 
1 cwing to the little care you take to aſſiſt 
[ | | , your miniſters, and do your own duty in >| 4 
if the important work of reformation. 

5 We are undoubtedly highly honoured 
and gratified by your attendance in public, 
and we truſt, you do it from the beſt mo- 
| tives. But you muſt not forget us and 
8 the good cauſe we are engaged in, during 
"if our abſence. 


4 y 


You 


(i 

You muſt not undo in' private converſa- 
tion, what we attempt to do by public 
preaching : you muſt not, for worldly inte- 
reſt, or fear of giving offence, or incurring 
cenſure, or being the ſubject of raillery, 
obſerve a baſhful filence, where a real con- 
cern for truth and virtue requires you 
ſhould ſpeak out: you muſt not, to be 
thought candid; repreſent all opinions and 
cuſtoms as matters of perfect indifference 
or to be eſteemed well-bred, comply with 
every cuſtom; however injurious it may 
be to the improvement of the underſtand- 
ing, or the welfare of the public. But in 
every part of your conduct you muſt ap- 
pear the ſteady friend of truth and good 
morals ; and what we teach in public, you. 


muſt countenance and ſupport in private. 


We may reaſonably hope for in you 
faithful adviſers and candid apologiſts. We 
have our errors and failings ; but may not 
many of theſe be owing to. your want of 
ſincere friendſhip, to a falſe tenderneſs for 
our perſons, and too great an indifference 
to our uſefulneſs? May we not reaſonably 
hope, that you will defend us from unjuſt 

C aſperſions, 
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aſperfions, from malicious miſrepreſenta- 
tions; that you will remove prejudices 
againſt us; explain any thing that may be 
obſcure, or liable to be miſunderſtood in 
our expreſſions; that you will apologize 
for our errors, palliate any leſſer failings, 
and direct the attention of our hearers 
from the imperfect manner in which we 


diſcharge our office, to the dignity and » 


utility of the office itſelf—from what is 


trivial, to what is of importance from 


what 18 leſs important, to what is moſt 
uſeful : that you will not too readily be- 
lieve, much leſs eagerly circulate, any 
thing to our prejudice, which may give 
men a mean opinion of our underſtand- 
ings, or a bad opinion of our hearts; but 
take pleaſure in recommending what is 
pure and uſeful, rather than in diſcover- 
ing what is doubtful or inſignificant; in 
commending what is praiſe-worthy, rather 
than blaming what is defective? 

As Diſſenting Teachers, we ſtand in 


peculiar need of your aſſiſtance and coun- 


tenance, to ſtem the torrent of popular 
prejudices, and the too general oppoſition 
12 that 


CP} 
that is made to public reformation, to the 
alteration of general cuſtoms, eſtabliſhed 
by long uſage and public authority, and 
ſapported by private intereſt. In this re- 
N ſpect we are expoſed to the ſame calum- 
nies that the apoſtles were, of being ene- 
mies to Cœſar, and diſturbers of the pub- 
lic peace: and nothing can prove the in- 
juſtice of it, but the innocence of your 
p lives, and the ſimplicity and integrity of 
your manners. 

For theſe and many other reaſons we 
earneſtly defire your concurrence, and 
od, conſider the practice of praying for us, 
not only as the ſign of your good diſpoli- 
tions towards us, but as the means, as a 
pledge and ſolemn obligation to move you 

to ſupport us in what is right. 

To guard, however, againſt any miſap- 
plication of this ſubject, I muſt obſerve, 
that it is not always thoſe who pray 
ofteneſt for their miniſters, who make the 
loudeſt profeſſion of their attachment to 
them, and deſpiſe all others, and ſupport 
them by every mean artifice and low cun- 

C 2 ning, 


va, 
ning, who are the friends to religion and 


virtue. | 
Error has more zealous advocates than 


Truth; ſpeculative opinions more adtnifers 


than ſound morals ; and modern diſtinc- 
tions and leaders of ſets, more followers 
than Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

Such perſons may be well wiſhers to 
their miniſter, as long as he ſpeaks their 
private ſentiments, obſerves their cuſtoms, 
wears their garb, uſes their favourite mode 
of praying and preaching ; as long as he 
keeps himſelf perfectly ſeparate from men 
of different opinions or practice, ſhews a 
contempt for them as teachers, and a zeal 
to prevent their uſefulneſs. But no ſooner 
does he aſſert the right of private judg- 
ment, diſcover a diſpoſition to candour, 
and to unite with all the friends of virtue ; 
no ſooner does he pay a greater attention 
to their conduct than their profeſſions, and 
endeavour to correct what is wrong, ra- 
ther than to confirm them in what they 
already believe to be true, than they are 


* with him, begin to ſuſpect him, 
and 
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and to do all they can to impair his uſe- 
fulneſs. FS ITY | 
We muſt have obſerved the wonderful 


effects of ſuch partial attachments, and 


ſuch a party ſpirit, in ſupport of the 
groſſeſt errors, the moſt abſurd cuſtoms 
and popular ſuperſtitions: and we may, 
therefore, earneſtly wiſh to ſee a firm, 


temperate, manly zeal, and a hearty union, 


operating in favour of truth and liberality 
of ſentiment ; but eſpecially in favour of 
purity of life and manners, and a conver- 
ſation becoming the Goſpel. 

Nothing is eaſier, than to perſuade peo- 
ple to believe what they are already con- 
vinced of; to perſuade them to do what 
they are already diſpoſed to do; or to at- 
tach men to opinions which favour the 
natural indolence of the human mind, or 
that foſter their, luſts and paſſions 

But we feel extremo difficulty x preach- 
ing up freedom of enquiry, without en- 
couraging ſeepticiſm, of uniting perfect 


charity and Chriſtian zeal, of teaching 


men to diſtinguiſh between the means of 
religion and the great end of it, of Turing 
C 3 men 
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men of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, and 
at the ſame time preſerving them from an 
/ indifference to the truth; of preaching 
up Chriſtian liberty, without encouraging 
licentiouſneſs, of uniting freedom of ſen- 
timent, and virtue of conduct; of ba- 
niſhing groundleſs fears, without encou- 
raging falſe hopes; and ſupporting Chriſ- 
tianity, and anſwering its great ends, 
without aſſuming popular diſtinctions, and 
joining particular ſets, and defending 
them throughout; or of forming an union 
of good men, on the broad baſis of the 
authority of the Scriptures, whoſe great 
object ſhall be the love of God, and the 
love of man. | 
Nor can we, on ſuch liberal principles, 
and ſuch enlarged. views, ever hope to do 
much good, except our hearers are per- 
ſuaded to be of the ſame liberal way of 
thinking, and can happily unite the love 
of truth with the ſuperior love of virtue. 
Thus have I endeavoured to ſhew the neceſ- 


fity of the laity heartily concurring with 


their miniſters, to promote the great ends 


of 
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of all inſtruction, and the : propriety of 
our requeſt to them, Brethren pray for us. 
Permit me now, my beloved brethren in 
the miniſtry, to urge upon you the pro- 
priety and neceſſity of our praying for 
each other. Chriſtianity was deſigned not 
merely for private, but public benefit; not 

only to fit individuals for another world, 
but to ſecure their happineſs in this ; to 
fave them not only from miſery hereafter, 
but to ſave them from unjuſt oppreſſion 
here ; to lay the foundation for a publig 
religion, that is agreeable e, and 
ſound morals, and productive of both pri- 
vate and public happineſs; to eſtabliſh the 
authority of God, in oppoſition to the 


commandment of men. Chriſtianity was 


intended to form a combination of virtu- 
ous men, lovers of truth, lovers of God, 
lovers of good works; to correct the 
abuſes to which religion had been debaſed; 
to oppoſe the attempts of wicked men, 
who too readily combine to ſtop the ꝓro- 
greſs of truth, to corrupt the world, and 
to make religion ſubſervient to wordly in- 
tereſt and worldly policy. This undoubt- 
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edly was one principal deſign of it: it was 
the firſt glorious effect it produced, by the 
converſion of the heathen world, and the 
reſtitution of the law and the prophets : 
and the holy Scriptures were intended as 
the great barrier againſt future corruptions 
of religion, and the ſtandard by which 
the utility and reaſonableneſs of all human 
inſtitutions are to be tried : for there is no 
name given under heaven by which men 
can be ſaved but Jeſus Chriſt; that is, 
there is no public religion which men can 
embrace, which can ſecure to them happi- 
neſs in this world, but the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt. The virtuous heathen, who acts 
according to the hght of nature; the ho- 
neſt Jew, who kept the commandments; 
will be judged hereafter by the law written 
in their hearts, by Moſes and the Prophets. 
But they did and muſt continue to ſuffer 
all the preſent evils of a falſe religion, or 
the corruptions of a true one. Thus, at 
preſent, the members of every Chriſtian 
church, the diſciples of Mahomet, the: 
unconverted Jew, the ignorant Idolater, 
the unenlightened Pagan, ſhall all have 


the 


K 

the reward due to their virtue hereafter; 
for there the laſt may be firſt, and the firſt 
laſt. But they muſt and do ſuffer all the 
temporal inconvenience of their ignorance, 
of their errors, of their deplorable cor- 
ruptions at preſent. This was the great 
work of Chriſt and his Apoſtles while on 
earth; and this ought to be the great ob- 
ject of all ſincere Chriſtians to the end of 
the world: and to obtain it, we need the 
powerful aſſiſtance of Almighty God, and 
the fervent prayers of our brethren. 

I have no reaſon to think any of us are 


indiſpoſed to this good end. I flatter my- 


ſelf, that the defign of our meeting toge- 
ther is, that we may become acquainted 
with each other's characters and circum- 


ſtances, that we may diſcover what kind 


offices we can do to each other, how we 


may promote the good of men, and eſpe- 


cially anſwer the deſign of the Chriſtian 
religion; how we may ſupport our dig- 
nity as a body, and our uſefulneſs as advo- 


cates for liberty, truth, and the authority 


of Jeſus Chriſt. I flatter myſelf we come 
diſpoſed to receive every information, and 
| to 
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to give every aſſiſtance we can to this end 
to get rid of any narrow ' prejudices and 
contracted views, which ignorance of men's 
private attachments and ſolitary ſtudy, or 
converſe only with thoſe who think as we 
do, have a tendency to increaſe and con- 
firm, in hopes of meeting with characters 
as worthy of our cordial eſteem and hearty 
concurrence, as any with whom we ate 
moſt - intimately acquainted and cloſely 


connected, and diſpoſed to pray for and 


aſſiſt each other. 

I am ſenſible that, as a body of men, 
we want, in the eyes of the world, ſome 
advantages, real or ſuppoſed, for forming 
an union likely to be productive of any 
great good, which may diſpoſe us to meet 
together, give dignity to our aſſemblies, or 
promiſe any great benefit from them. 

We have no viſible head to which all 


the members of the body are united; no 
orders of men among us, whoſe rank and 


offices confer dignity, beſtow influence, or 


produce ſubordination, and promote re- 


gularity. We have no eccleſiaſtical uni- 
form to diltinguiſh our profeſſion and 
court 
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court reſpe& ; we have no religious cere- 
monies which attract the public notice; no 
conſecrated buildings, that hold forth a 
viſible ſanctity, . and that may ſerve to im- 
preſs the ignorant with veneration, or keep 
the vulgar in awe; we have no liturgies, 
or eſtabliſhed creeds, which preſerve the 


appearance of uniformity, amidſt the 


greateſt variety of opinions; no ſubſcrip- 
tions, that may hold out to the world ſome 
common object of belief; we have no 
univerſities publicly endowed, where the 
number of ſtudents, the fame of the pro- 
feſſors, the magnificence of public halls 
and public libraries, ſhall form an early 
bond of union among the clergy, impreſs 
the minds of ſtudents with early preju- 
dices in their favour; where civil autho- 
rity, in union with religion, may produce 
order and regularity; where numbers ex- 
cite emulation, and honorary rewards diſ- 
tinguiſh ſingular merit. 
We have no authority to inſtitute the 
wiſeſt and beſt regulations for maintain- 
ing order, decency, and regularity in our 
churches ; and no public buſineſs to tranſ- 
act, 
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act, which, in the eyes of the world, can 
give riſe to our meeting together: in a 
word, we have nothing in our appearance 
which reſembles the kingdoms of this 
world, or that promiſes an alliance be- 
tween the church and the ſtate, or that 
affords any great expectation of public 
good from our union. | 

Conſidering to what abuſes ſuch advan- 
tages are hable, it 1s, perhaps, happy for 
us that it is ſo; and for the public good, 
that our reſpectability depends on a com- 
petent knowledge of our profeſſions, upon 
our activity in teaching, on the integrity 
of our minds, and the blameleſſneſs of 
our conduct. 

As a body of men, whoſe chief object 
is the reformation of manners, and the 
maintenance of the Chriſtian religion, we 
have, in ſome inſtances, been miſled, and 
with the beſt intentions. To ſerve the cauſe 
of liberty, to ſupport the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion, and to introduce and ſupport the 
preſent reigning family, we have been 
made the tools of a party, waved our 
& privileges as citizens, and, for- 


getting 
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getting all diſtinctions in religion, have 
joined with all good ſubjects in ſapport of 
the laws of the realm, and the liberty of 
the ſubject ; and to exclude the inveterate 
enemies both to the church and ſtate from 
civil and eccleſiaſtical offices, we have ſuf- 
fered ourſelves to be excluded from our 
rights as citizens and good ſubjects, and 
to be treated as unfit to be entruſted with 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, and only to 
be tolerated in the education of our youth, 
and the conduct of public worſhip. 

As long as we act on theſe ſound and 
generous principles; as long as we regard 
things, and not names; ſupport meaſures, 
and not men; we are a reſpectable body of 
citizens; and a powerful one too, if all 
who agree with us in the love of liberty 
would join us as fellow-citizens, and con- 
ſider us as we did their forefathers, not in 
our religious but political character. There 
was a time, when we were courted to 
wave ſome religious ſcruples, and to qua- 
lify for offices under acts of parliament, 
which it is now ſaid were deſigned to ex- 
clude us. Our afliſtance was then thought 

neceſſary: 
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neteſſary: but our ſervices, like thoſe of 
Joſeph, have been forgotten by the chief 
butler, Wen advanced at the court of 
Pharaoh. | 
It is, hohrwret; of great n to 
our reſpectability and uſefulneſs, as a re- 
ligious body, to preſerve a clear diſtinc- 
tion between our religious and political 
character, becauſe our enemies have al- 
ways attempted to confound them; be- 
cauſe the confounding them together has 
given riſe to a fatal diviſion among us; 
and becauſe, as a political body, we can 
have no great weight but as united with 


all the friends of liberty of every religious 
perſuaſton. 


There 18 undoubtedly a natural connec- 
tion between civil and religious liberty, and 
woe be to that ſtateſman who would diſ- 
countenance the one, the more eaſily to 
. deftroy the other. And God forbid, that 
we or our poſterity ſhould ever fee that 
time, when thoſe ſhall be eſteemed the beſt 
ſubjects, who neither deſire nor contem- 
plate any reformation in church or ſtate; 


But 
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ut it is not in the character of good 
citizens and friends to civil liberty, that 
at preſent I am to deſire your concurrence, 
though it is highly proper to' obſerve, that 
there ought to be a conſiſtency between 
our religious and political conduct; that 
while we aim to be Chriſtians; there is no 
need to forget that we are men ; and that 
our religious and civil liberties muſt. = 
and fall together. 

Our chief buſineſs, as miniſters of the 
Goſpel, is firſt to ſeek the kingdom of 
God and its righteouſneſs ; to recommend 
the ſtudy of the truth; to lay great ſtreſs 
upon ſincerity, honeſty, and integrity; to 5 
maintain peace, to promote charity, and 

o produce reformation of manners: and 
if theſe be our ſincere endeavour, there is 
nothing in us which a good adminiſtra- 
tion has any thing to fear; nothing which 
a bad one has reaſon to hope. 
Let others then be concerned for the 

ſupport of a church, as by law eſtabliſſied; 
let us be concerned for the honour of 

Chriſtianity, to raiſe up a people .zealous 
of A works: let others aim at empire 


over 
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dyer the perſons and fortunes of their fel- 
low-citizens ;' let us aim to gain their af- 
fections, and truſt to their generoſity : let 
others exact implicit faith and obedience'; 
let-us endeavour to enlighten the under- 
ſtanding and perſuade the will: let others 
aim to make men think alike ; let us en- 
deavour to make them at, virtuouſlly : let 
others boaſt of a power to oblige their 
their fellow-citizens to pay them for doing 
nothing; let us, like the good Apoſtle, 
aim to be as little burthenſome as poſſible, 
and truſt to the generoſity and equity of 
our people, to our economy and dil . 
| for food convenient for us. 
As far as the eſtabliſhed religion of our 
2 is calculated to promote peace, 
order, good manners, and a ſenſe of reli- 
ligion, let us wiſh it ſucceſs, aſſiſt it; at 
leaſt, let us do nothing to prevent it. As 
far as the clergy are ſincere in their pro- 
feſſion, act up to the dignity of their cha- 
racters, and are in earneſt to do all the 
good their imperfect conſtitution will ad- 
mit of: as far as they are the patrons of 
ſound learning, and advocates for piety, 
let 


(92 
let us honour their perſons, do juſtice ts 
their virtues, ſupport their reputation, pay 
a deference to their abilities, hide their fail- 
ings; and where the church, as' by lau 
e/tabliſhed, has made a wretched proviſion 
for them and their families, let us gene- 
rouſly contribute to their neceſſities. But 
if we cannot help wiſhing to ſee them 
freed from requiſitions that have been 
complained of by ſome of the wifeſt, and 
from grievances that have lain heavy on 
the conſciences of the beſt of their com- 
munion ; if we cannot help wiſhing ſuc- 
ceſs to the remonſtrances and petitions of 
their own clergy ; if we wiſh their ſtipends 
were better proportioned to their neceſſi- 
ties, their ſphere of action to their abili- 
ties, and their preferment to their learn- 
ing, integrity, honeſty, and piety, let them 
candidly impute it to our deſire of raiſing 
the reputation of their church, and in- 
creaſing their power of doing good: or if 
we wiſh for the abolition of ſubſcriptions 
to. human creeds, and the reformation of 
her liturgy, it is out of concern for the 
- cauſe of truth and conſcience, for the ho- 
D nour 
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nour of Chriſtianity, and to remove every 
temptation to ſacrifice integrity for worldly 
intereſt. 

But let them not be artfully led to 
believe, that we wiſh to deſtroy her conſti- 
tution, or to ſhare her emoluments. 

Before the clergy, however, will be per- 
fuaded to believe this, they muſt ſee leſs 
of the ſeeds of ambition, of emulation, 
of envy, of diſcord, and uncharitableneſs, 
among ourſelves : 

Seeds, which, if they periſh not in ſo 
poor a ground, may well be ſuſpected of 
vegetating and growing rank in a richer 
ſoil. 

Of all the ridiculous and contemptible 
things in nature, nothing is more ſo than 
the ſelf-· importance of men without power, 
than the conceit of men void of wiſdom, 
than rivalſhip between the poor, than co- 
vetouſneſs among thoſe who profeſs a vo- 
lantary poverty, than a deſire of pre- emi- 
nence among a deſpiſed ſect, an affectation 
of power and ſuperiority among profeſſed 
equals, or ambition among the diſciples of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Yet how ſoon 
8 did 
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did ſuch difpoſitions diſcover themſelves in 
the firſt diſciples of our great Maſter, who 
wanted to know who ſhould be firſt in the 
kingdom of God! 

It is not neceſſary that the objects ſhould 
be great, to excite theſe childiſh, ignoble, 
and pernicious paſſions. To the little, 'all 
things are great; to the ſelf- important, 
every thing is of immenſe conſequence: 
nor can any thing ſubdue theſe narrow 
prejudices, and theſe deſtructive paſſions, 
but ſome one great object, which we are 
all in earneſt to obtain, which we are all 
buſily employed in teaching, and which 
raiſes our characters, in each other's opi- 
nion, in proportion as we are ſucceſsful in 
it. And what is this great object? this 
great end? What can it be, but the con- 
verſion of ſinners, the reformation and 
improvement of the human heart, by 
teaching men the laws of Chriſt, and per- 
ſuading them to obey them? 

We may and ſhall differ as to the means 
by which this end is to be anſwered: but 
we cannot differ widely and effentially, if, 
like wiſe men, we judge by the effects, and 
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not by a fanciful theory and partial preju- 
dices. We may think meanly of the plans 
laid down for the purpoſe, of the inſtru- 
ments employed to execute them; but we 
cannot but heartily approve the deſign, and 
wiſh it ſucceſs; and ought to rejoice in 
good done by whomſoever, and by what- 
ever lawful means 1t 1s produced. The 
art of teaching men their duty, of con- 
vincing them of it, of perſuading them to 
perform it, of encouraging and aſſiſting 
them to do it with pleaſure, with eaſe, 
with advantage; the art of perſuading 
them to live peaceable, quiet lives, in all 
godlineſs and honeſty ; this is the happy 
art to which we ought all to aſpire, which 
we may covet without envy, a prize which 
we may contend for without ſtrife ; for 
doing which, our bittereſt enemies cannot 
accuſe us; in which men of the moſt op- 
poſite opinions, in other reſpects, may 
unite in praiſing, if not aſſiſting us; in 
which our wiſdom will be juſtified by her 
children ; and in the vigorous purſuit of 
which we ſhall meet with no oppoſition, 
but 


EI 
but from the enemies to Aon and 
virtue. 
It may be ſaid, although "ORE is the 
main and moſt difficult part of our office, 
it does not appear how our brethren, how- 
ever well diſpoſed, can concur with us in 
it. But may they not, thoughtleſsly, if 
not deſignedly, do many things, to we 
vent or limit our ſucceſs ? 

May they not interpret a prudent flenoe; 
upon certain controverted ſubjects, into a 
diſbelief of Chriſtianity ? May they not 
give people a contemptible opinion of a 


preacher's literature, underſtanding, and 


parts, becauſe he happens to differ from 
them? May they not. teach others to 
deſpiſe a meaner brother, (to ſpeak. after 
the manner of men) not conſidering we 
are all members of one body, deſtined to 
different offices, and circumſcribed by va- 
rious ſituations, poſſeſſing different talents 
and different advantages? May it not be 
our duty to facrifice our own improvement 
in knowledge, and eſpecially in pohte hte- 
rature, to the execution of the paſtoral 
office; to ſpend our time in making our 
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hearers acquainted with plain truths, ra- 
ther than employ our time in more diffi- 
cult inveſtigations ; to ſeek their inſtruc- 
tion, rather than our own reputation ; to 
make our inſtructions plain to the moſt 
common capacities, rather than to adorn 
or embelliſh our compoſitions ? 

May we not too readily believe, and too 
cauſcleſsly propagate, reports injurious to 
our brother's character, and thoughtleſsly 
detract from his real merit, by contraſting 
his uſeful qualities with ſome unavoidable 
failings ? 

_ Generally ſpeaking, the greateſt can- 
dour, the greateſt tenderneſs, and the 
greateſt generoſity, are to be found among 
men of the beſt underſtandings and moſt 
extenſive knowledge. It is the ignorant, 
oontracted, little mind, which is the habi- 
tation of envy, detraction, and indiſcri- 
minate cenſure, which too often takes ſhel- 
ter on a popularity founded on the igno- 
rance and prejudices of the vulgar, and 
ſupported by art and cunning, ſecretly to 
wound the reputation and impair the uſe- 
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fulneſs of the moſt deſerving, able, and 
unſuſpecting minds. 0p 
As a body, we ſhould be ſolicitous to 
obtain every advantage for the education 
of our youth in ſound literature, that we 
may command reſpect even from our ene- 
mies. But we muſt not be taught by them 
to deſpiſe virtuous, exemplary, uſeful cha- 
racters, becauſe they do not rival thoſe in 
claſſical knowledge, who are bleſſed with 
better memories, and enjoy greater advan- 
tages than others. We muſt not compare 
the leſs ſhining abilities of men deprived 
of books, of rational converſation, under 
every diſadvantage for the purſuit of lite- 
rature, or the acquiſition of knowledge, 
with men of the greateſt natural talents, 
and advantages of ſituation. Much leſs 
ought we to be offended at the appearance 
of a virtuous frugality and coconomy, at a 
provincial garb or dialect ; but rather be 
offended at the affectation of the contrary. 
Nothing ought to alienate our affections, 
or lower our eſteem, or prevent our kind 
offices, but a wilful ignorance in our pro- 
feſſion, a ſhameful indolence, an indiffe- 
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rence to truth and virtue, a ſervile eom- 
pliance with the humours of the rich and 
the commands of the great, too lax a 
morality, diſſipation, a high opinion of 
ourſelves, and a contempt for others; a 
worldly mind, and an immoral conduct. 
For theſe militate ſo forcibly againſt the 


duty of our profeſſion, that there can be 


no virtuous combinatien of ſuch charac- 
ters, no one object in which they can unite, 
of public or private utility. 

Such characters may, indeed, be the ob- 
jects of pity, and may juſtly need our 
prayers; but there is no ſucceſs we can 
hope for from them but their own refor- 
mation, previous to their capacity of ſerv- 
ing the general cauſe of religion and virtue. 

But ſincerity, honeſty, integrity, acti- 
vity, ſimplicity of manners, a friendly, ge- 
nerous diſpoſition, and a ſteady uniform 
conduct, challenge our higheſt eſteem, and 
countenance our warmeſt wiſhes, and our 
carneſt prayers to God in their behalf. 

Nor do I know any thing ſo likely to pro- 
mote this union among us, and to,encourage 
us in our Chriſtian wy: as ſuch friendly 
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meetings as theſe, which bring us ac- 
quainted with each other's characters, re- 
move prejudices contracted by ignorance of 
men and manners, promote an exchange 
of mutual civilities and kind offices, and 
afford the moſt pleaſing reflection, that we 
have many friends who wiſh us well, and 
who will be ready, on any emergency, to 
adviſe and aſſiſt us, and ready to concur 
with us in any plan that may promote the 
glory of God and the public good. 


1 


O LORD our God, who haſt taught 
us by thy holy Apoſtle, by prayer and 
ſupplication, with thankſgiving, to make 
known our requeſts unto Thee: 

Paul may plant, or Apollos may water, 
but thou only, O Lord, canſt give the in- 
creaſe. Thou didſt fend thy ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt into the world, to ſave it from ig- 
norange and vice: by thine Almighty 
owe — to the world, and 
m over all oppoſition. To thy good 
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providence we are indebted for our know- 
ledge of it; and being thoroughly convinced 
that it is the wiſdom and power of God to 
them that believe, we have chearfully de- 
voted ourſelves to the Chriſtian miniſtry. 
Forgive us, moſt gracious God, if, 
through inattention, indolence, a remain- 
ing love of the preſent world, and forget- 
fulneſs of a better ; if through unchaſtiſed 
paſſion, unhallowed affections ; if through 
ignorance of thy word, miſtaken notions, 
or imperfect examples, we have brought 
any diſgrace. on our holy profeſſion ; 
have given any pretence for wicked men 
to blaſpheme the holy name, by which we 
are called, or expoſed our rehgion to the 
ridicule of the vain, or the contempt of 
the learned, or the triumph of unbelievers, 
or offended the weak, or given rant or 
grief to the wiſe and good. 

And though we are perſuaded, that 
thine infinite goodneſs will not ſuffer any 
to be finally loſt, through our default; for- 
give us, O God, and diſpoſe our people 
to forgive us, if through our negligence 
they have ſuffered any diminution of their 

| preſent 
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preſent happineſs, from ignorance of their 
duty, from want of thoſe motives to vir- 
tue which 1t 1s our duty to hold up to 
them, and to preſs upon them, or through 
want of any advice or conſolation, which 
they might have derived from the more 
faithful diſcharge of our office. 

May they never plead our deficiencies, as 
an excuſe for their miſconduct, or be led 
aſtray by our example ; but guided by. thy 
holy word, and influenced by thy good 
ſpirit ; and, animated by the example of 
our Lord, may they exhibit patterns of 
obedience, which may make us aſhamed, 
and truly penitent for all our faults; and 
ſtir us up to a greater purity of life, and 
a greater zeal in our holy profeſſion. 

While we preach to others the terms of 
ſalvation, and endeavour to excite in them 
ſtrong convictions and godly reſolutions, 
and manly exertions, and a conſtant care 
to lay hold on eternal life, may we not 
miſs that ſalvation in which we are all 
equally concerned, and which we ought 
to be ſtill more ſolicitous to obtain our- 
ſelves, than deſirous to procure for them. 

Enlighten 


( Þ 


Enlighten our minds, O God, in the 
knowledge of the truth, impreſs it more 
deeply on our memories, aſſiſt us to re- 
collect it on the moſt urgent occaſions, 
affect our hearts with a ſenſe of its im- 
portance, preſerve us equally from ſuper- 
ſtitious fears or enthuſiaſtic hopes, raiſe 
our thoughts and affections above the pre- 
ſent world, aſſiſt us under difficulties, ſup- 
port us under afflictions, make us patient 
and perſevering under oppoſition, enable 
us to ſtruggle with adverſity, chaſtize our 
paſſions in proſperity, and inſpire us with 
an elevation of mind, and a dignity of 
character ſomething like that of our divine 
Maſter; who, under the full influence of 
truth, of piety, and benevolence, roſe ſu- 
perior to all difficulties and dangers, and 
inſpired his enemies with admiration, and 

his followers with love and gratitude. 
May it be our principal concern to 
know our duty in all its extent and purity ; 
to know ourſelves, our talents, capacities, 
our virtues, and defects; to underſtand 
human nature; to read the human heart ; 
to diſcern the characters of men, that we 
| may 
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may difcover our own errors, and the er- 
rors of our people; that we may never flat- 
ter the impenitent with the hopes of im- 
punity ; or wound the peace of the honeſt 
mind with needleſs doubts or diſtreſſing 
fears. 

Aſſiſt us, O God, to awaken the 
thoughtleſs, or the hardened to a ſenſe of 
their danger, to convert the unbeliever to 
the knowledge of the truth, to teach the 
ſcorner wiſdom, to ſpeak peace to the truly 
penitent, to encourage the deſponding, to 
heal the broken-hearted, to reſolve the 
doubting, to comfort the afflicted, to en- 
courage the ſincere Chriſtian to purſue 
his courſe with joy, to preſerve peace, pro- 
mote harmony, and to increaſe the affec- 
tions of our people towards each other ; 
and, finally, to fave ourſelves, and ' thoſe 
who hear us. 

May we, thy miniſtring ſervants, be 
united 1n the ſtricteſt bonds of friendſhip, 
candid to each other's failings, however 
ſevere to our own. May one view animate 
us all: thy glory, O God; gratitude to 
our Maſter, love to our Brethren. May 

we 
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we do juſtice to each other's merit, beat 


with each other's failings, vindicate each 
other's reputation, encreaſe each other's 
influence, bear each other's burthens, re- 
lieve each other's wants, and thus fulfil 
the law of Chriſt. May no worldly in- 
tereſt, no ſelfiſh paſſions, no love of fame, 
no jealous fears, no mean ambition, or 
fatal miſunderſtandings, interrupt our har- 


mony, and injure the good cauſe in WER 


we are engaged: 
That the world may reſpect us, acknow- 


ledge our views are honeſt, our profeſſions 
fincere, our examples irreproachable: 

That our hearers may love us for the 
love we bear to the truth, for the love we 
bear to Thee, for the love we bear to our 
Maſter, and the affectionate concern we 
feel, and the pains we take, for their pre- 
ſent and eternal happineſs : 

That thou, our God, mayeſt love and 


approve us, that our Maſter may reward 


ns, and preſent us, faultleſs, before thy 
preſence ; together with all thoſę who have 
enlightened and reformed the world, to 
our mutual joy and everlaſting happineſs. 


Support, 
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Support, O Lord, thoſe” who ſuffer in 
any degree for righteouſneſs-ſake, who 
have peculiar difficulties and hardſhips to 
ſtruggle with in the way of their profeſſion; 
who ſuffer in their characters, in: heir per- 
ſons, in their fortunes, for the ſake of 


truth and a good conſcience. Support 


thoſe who are ſtraightened in their circum- 
ſtances, diſtreſſed in their families, or ex- 
poſed to ſingular temptations to act be- 
neath their characters as men, or their 
dignity as miniſters of the Goſpel. In- 
cline us, O God, to pity and aſſiſt them; 

to bring forward neglected merit, to vin- 
dicate honeſt zeal, and to counteract the 
dire effects of ignorance, bigotry, and un- 
provoked malice. Support thoſe who are 
grown old in thy ſervice, and who, after a 
faithful diſcharge of their duty, are inca- 
pacitated by the infirmities of age, or ſick- 
neſs, to perform their office ; and who, 
after a life of active ſervice, in good repu- 
tation, ſurrounded by friends, are left to 


ſpend the laſt remains of life in obſcurity, 


in ſolitary retirement, with the bare ne- 
ceſſaries of life ; bereft by Death of their 
friends, 


(48) 

friends, by ſickneſs or old age of the 
means of ſupporting themſelves; and, 
whoſe only hope is a ſpeedy diſſolution, 
and a future reward. Raiſe them up 
friends, who ſhall be ſenſible how much 
AY their duty and their happineſs to 
make that old age reſpectable and comfort- 
able, whoſe youth has been ſpent in the 
ſervice of God and man. 

We pray, O God, for all thy faithful 
ſervants, who, however they may differ 
from us in form of religious worſhip, or 
in ſyſtems of faith, unite with us in the 
good caſe of Chriſtian faith and virtue. 
May even error, by that power which can 
bring good of evil, be made ſubſervient 
to the cauſe of virtue and a good life; and 
all good men unite in whatever may con- 
duce to the good of mankind, and to thy 
glory. 

We pray for the ſucceſs of the Chriſtian 
religion in every part of the world, for the 
reformation and farther progreſs of it in 
this country. We pray for all the faith- 
ful miniſters of it; we pray for our na- 
tive country, our ſovereign king George, 

the 


N „ wes: 4 
the royal family, both houſes of parlia- 
ment, all our governors and magiſtrates ; 
that under them we may lead peaceable 
lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. We pray 
for the continuance of our civil and reli- 
gious liberties ; that we may ſerve thee in 
ſpirit and in truth; enjoy peace in this 
world, and obtain happineſs everlaſting in 
the world which is to come, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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